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Education Report

1. The place of Religious Education in the Humanities curriculum.  As part of the scheme for curriculum reform in Wales, Prof. Donaldson noted in his report, ‘Successful Futures’ (2015) that Religious Education should be placed within the ‘Humanities’ (which also includes History, Geography, Business and Social Studies).  In order to develop this curriculum and ensure a secure and successful future for Religious Education, the Welsh Government has held during September a number of Religious Education consultations across Wales. As a member of the Wrexham SACRE, I was invited to represent the SACRE at a meeting on 18 September between Welsh Government officers and representatives from SACREs across North Wales at the Welsh Government’s Llandudno Junction Office.  At that meeting we were given the opportunity to respond to the latest draft report ‘Humanities Areas of Learning - Summer 2018’.  It includes general educational guidelines for all Humanities subjects and it was a pleasing to see that RE is far more evident in this document than in previous versions of the document.  I enclose for information my feedback comments.

2. [bookmark: _Hlk508648765]In June Estyn published its report:  Religious Education in Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 3.  With the focus on skills dominating the curriculum in recent years, subject specific inspection reports have been few and far between but here we have a report on Religious Education and it has been warmly welcomed by the RE fraternity.  This 39 page report recommends amongst other things that more able pupils are challenged more and also asks for better transition in terms of the subject between primary and secondary schools.  I would also like to refer to the eighth and final recommendation in the report which strategically notes that Welsh Government should ‘Work with Local Authorities, regional consortia and SACREs to ensure that clarity exists regarding the place of Religious Education within the Humanities Areas of Learning’.  In fairness, the Welsh Government has already responded to this recommendation and my previous comment regarding meetings held between Welsh Government and representatives of county SACREs is one important step in fulfilling this Estyn recommendation and ensuring that RE has its rightful place in our schools’ future curriculum. 

3. [bookmark: _Hlk529797972]Free Church issues.  I was unable to attend a meeting of the FCEC due to a change of date.  However, I did send documentation to the FCEC secretary to update her on developments in Wales.   


Vaughan Salisbury
23.11.2018

Feedback Comments on the RE Consultation between Welsh Government and North Wales county SACREs
Welsh Government, Llandudno Junction Office – September 18th, 2018.


Is Religious Education easily recognisable in the Humanities Areas of Learning?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Yes, this Humanities AoL Summer 2018 draft document presented today strengthens and gives RE a greater focus in the Humanities curriculum and is a considerable improvement on what we had in June.

In your opinion, what are the strengths and weaknesses so far of the proposals under discussion?
1. RE is given a greater focus in the document and the Humanities curriculum.
1. Strengthens the Welsh dimension by referring more to Wales in the document than was previously the case.
1. The whole scheme is very acceptable, exciting and challenging.

1. There is no mention so far in the document of ‘Spiritual and Moral Development’, e.g. as a cross curricular topic.
1. Given that the number of RE county Advisers in Wales has fallen considerably this year (possibly only 2 left) how do we ensure that this substantial scheme will be delivered in schools and that it will be of the highest standard?  That is, who at county level will monitor and give appropriate subject leadership to teachers?  
1. As over 50% of RE teachers in Wales are without the appropriate RE subject qualifications and competence, how will these teachers receive the necessary support and training that they will need?    
1. In considering points 2 and 3 above, Welsh Government will need to fund substantial training schemes in order to reach the required standard and high expectations of this reform programme.  I also doubt whether this matter is unique to teachers of RE. 

Do you have any questions to ask the Humanities Areas of Learning Working Group, or any suggestions to offer?
See above points 2-4.
Given that religious and non-religious beliefs are now to be part of the scheme, will the law with regard to RE need to be revised?
Will the role and purpose of county SACREs need to be revised?  (Note the discussion in England – The  CoRe Report, the final version has recently been published)
The Right of Withdrawal from RE lessons –given that this is the 21st century, isn’t it about time that this right is removed?  Is it not the case that RE is now established as an educational subject on a par with other subjects which are currently taught in our schools?  (This is also currently being discussed in England)



What is your opinion on the proposed relationship between the agreed syllabuses and the Humanities Areas of Learning?
I would expect an agreed syllabus to contain the Humanities Areas of Learning with the focus on RE as part of its statutory requirements.  

Would the supplementary framework be an effective way of helping agreed syllabus conferences to fulfil their statutory role?
The supplementary framework is an important document that would help give support and leadership to teachers but it will need specialist RE personnel to lead the discussion and unpack the subject so that RE teachers can create schemes of work and lessons of high standard in schools.  

Is there anything else we should consider as we develop the supplementary framework?
The right to withdraw from RE lessons was noted above.  My comment on this matter is perhaps too ambitious but merits discussion.
 ‘Learner Entitlement’ is worthy of inclusion (from the CoRe Report).  Could this be a statutory matter for us in Wales?
Ensure that documentation and any resources are published bilingually and at the same time.  RE teachers are fed up with receiving Welsh language resources months or possibly years after English language publications are made available (c.f. A level resources).

What are the implications of these proposals for you?
Support our RE Adviser in Wrexham!  



Vaughan Salisbury
18.09.2018











CYNGOR EGLWYSI RHYDDION CYMRU        	                                Tachwedd 23ain 2018

Adroddiad Addysg

1. Lle Addysg Grefyddol yng nghwricwlwm y Dyniaethau.  Fel rhan o gynllun diwygio’r cwricwlwm yn Nghymru, nododd yr Athro Donaldson yn ei adroddiad ‘Dyfodol Llwyddiannus’ (2015) y dylid lleoli Addysg Grefyddol yn y Dyniaethau (sydd hefyd yn cynnwys Hanes, Daearyddiaeth ac Astudiaethau Busnes a Chymdeithasol).  Er mwyn datblygu’r cwricwlwm hwn a sicrhau dyfodol sicr a llwyddiannus ar gyfer Addysg Grefyddol, mae Llywodraeth Cymru wedi bod yn cynnal ym mis Medi nifer o ymgynghoriadau Addysg Grefyddol ledled Cymru.  Fel aelod o CYSAG Wrecsam, cefais fy ngwahodd i fod yn rhan o gynrychiolaeth y CYSAG mewn cyfarfod rhwng swyddogion Llywodraeth Cymru a chynrychiolwyr CYSAGau sirol Gogledd Cymru yn Swyddfa Cyffordd Llandudno Llywodraeth Cymru ar 18 Medi.  Yno cawsom y cyfle i ymateb i’r fersiwn ddrafft Haf 2018 ‘Maes Dysgu a Phrofiad y Dyniaethau’.  Mae’n cynnwys canllawiau addysgol cyffredinol ar gyfer pynciau y Dyniaethau a braf oedd nodi fod lle dipyn mwy amlwg i Addysg Grefyddol yn y ddogfen hon o’i chymharu â fersiynau blaenorol o’r ddogfen.  Atodaf fy sylwadau adborth er gwybodaeth.

2. Ym mis Mehefin cyhoeddodd Estyn ei adroddiad: Addysg Grefyddol yng nghyfnod allweddol 2 a chyfnod allweddol 3.  Gyda’r ffocws ar sgiliau yn rheoli’r cwricwlwm yn y blynyddoedd diweddar, yn anamal iawn y ceir adroddiad gan Estyn yn canolbwyntio ar bwnc yn benodol ond dyma un ar Addysg Grefyddol a da hynny.  Mae’n adroddiad 39 tudalen ac yn argymell, ymhlith pwyntiau eraill, fod plant mwy abl yn cael eu herio’n fwy ac yn gofyn am well pontio yn bynciol rhwng ysgolion cynradd ac uwchradd.  Rwyf hefyd am gyferio at yr argymhelliad olaf sef Argymhelliad 8 yr adroddiad sy’n nodi’n strategol y dylai Llywodraeth Cymru ‘Weithio gydag awdurdodau lleol, consortia rhanbarthol a CYSAGau i sicrhau bod eglurder ynglŷn â lle addysg grefyddol o fewn Maes Dysgu a Phrofiad y Dyniaethau’.  Mae Llywodraeth Cymru wedi ymateb yn barod i’r argymhelliad hwn ac mae fy sylw blaenorol am gyfarfodydd mis Medi rhwng Llywodraeth Cymru a chynrychiolwyr CYSAGau sirol yn un cam pwysig tuag at ateb yr argymhelliad gan Estyn a sicrhau bod AG yn cael ei iawn le yng nghwricwlwm ein hysgolion yn y dyfodol.

3. Materion Eglwysi Rhyddion.  Oherwydd newid dyddiad, nid oedd yn bosib i mi fynychu cyfarfod o’r FCEC (Pwyllgor Addysg Eglwysi Rhyddion - Lloegr).  Anfonais serch hynny ddogfennaeth at ysgrifennydd FCEC er mwyn ei diweddaru ar ddatblygiadau yng Nghymru.     


Vaughan Salisbury
23.11.2018

Sylwadau Adborth ar Gyfarfod Ymgynghorol AG rhwng Llywodraeth Cymru/ CYSAGau sirol Gogledd Cymru
Llywodraeth Cymru, Swyddfa Cyffordd Llandudno – Medi 18fed, 2018.


A ydy Addysg Grefyddol yn hawdd ei hadnabod o fewn Maes Dysgu a Phrofiad y Dyniaethau?
Ydi, mae’r ddogfen MDPhD fersiwn Haf 2018 a gyflwynwyd heddiw yn cryfhau ac yn amlygu’n well le AG o fewn y cwricwlwm Dyniaethau ac yn gam sylweddol ymlaen o’r hyn oedd gennym ym mis Mehefin.

Yn eich barn chi, beth ydy cryfderau a gwendidau’r cynigion dan sylw hyd yn hyn?
1 Mae’n gwneud yn amlwg le AG yn y ddogfen a’r cwricwlwm Dyniaethau.
2 Cryfhau y dimensiwn Cymreig trwy gyfeirio at Gymru yn y ddogfen yn fwy na’r hyn oedd cynt.
3 Mae’r cynllun yn ei gyfanwaith yn un gwbl dderbyniol, cyffrous a heriol.

1 Does dim sôn hyd yma am y thema ‘Datblygiad Ysbrydol a Moesol’ yn y ddogfen fel e.e. testun trawsgwricwlaidd.
2 Gan fod nifer yr Ymgynghorwyr Sir AG wedi lleihau’n sylweddol eleni (2 sydd ar ôl o bosib), sut bydd sicrhau bod y cynllun sylweddol hwn yn digwydd mewn ysgolion a’i fod o safon uchel?  Hynny ydy, pwy ar lefel sir fydd yn monitro ac yn rhoi arweiniad pynciol priodol i’r athrawon?
3 Gan fod dros 50% o athrawon AG yng Nghymru heb gymwysterau pynciol priodol mewn AG, sut fydd yr athrawon hyn yn cael y gefnogaeth a’r hyfforddiant sydd eu hangen arnynt?  
4 Gan ystyried pwyntiau 2 a 3 uchod, mae angen i Lywodraeth Cymru ariannu cynlluniau hyfforddiant sylweddol er mwyn cyrraedd y nod.  Rwy’n amau nad mater yn unig i athrawon AG yw hyn.

A oes gennych unrhyw gwestiynau i ofyn i Weithgor Maes Dysgu a Phrofiad y Dyniaethau, neu unrhyw awgrymiadau i’w rhoi iddo?
Gweler pwyntiau 2-4 uchod.
Gan fod safbwyntiau crefyddol ac anghrefyddol yn rhan o’r cynllun erbyn hyn, a fydd angen diwygio’r ddeddf ynglŷn ag AG?
A fydd angen diwygio rôl a swyddogaeth CYSAG sir? (Noder y drafodaeth yn Lloegr – Adroddiad CoRe, y fersiwn derfynol newydd ei chyhoeddi)
Mater Hawl i Dynnu’n Ol o wersi AG – onid yw’n amser dileu yr hawl hwn yn yr 21 ganrif?  Onid yw AG wedi ennill ei blwy fel pwnc addysgol fel unrhyw bwnc arall yn ein hysgolion erbyn hyn?  (Mae hwn eto yn cael ei drafod yn Lloegr y dyddiau hyn)

Beth ydy eich barn ar y berthynas arfaethedig rhwng y meysydd llafur cytûn a Maes Dysgu a Phrofiad y Dyniaethau?
Byddwn yn disgwyl i faes llafur cytûn gynnwys MDPhD gyda’r ffocws ar AG fel rhan o’i ofynion statudol.  

A fyddai’r fframwaith ategol yn ffordd effeithiol o helpu cynadleddau meysydd llafur cytûn i gyflawni eu rôl statudol?
Mae’r fframwaith ategol yn ddogfen bwysig er mwyn rhoi arweiniad a chefnogaeth i athrawon ond bydd angen y personél arbenigol AG i arwain y drafodaeth ac i wneud y dadbacio pynciol er mwyn sicrhau bod athrawon AG yn gallu creu cynlluniau gwaith a gwersi safonol mewn ysgolion unigol.

A oes unrhyw beth y dylwn ni ei ystyried wrth inni ddatblygu’r fframwaith ategol?
Nodwyd uchod mater tynnu’n ôl o wersi AG.  Efallai fod yr hyn a nodais yn rhy uchelgeisiol ond mae’n werth ei drafod.
Mae ‘Hawl y Dysgwr’ yn werth ei gynnwys (o Adroddiad CoRe). A oes modd i hwn fod yn fater statudol i ni yng Nghymru?
Sicrhau bod y dogfennau ac unrhyw adnoddau yn cael eu cyhoeddi’n ddwyieithog a hynny ar yr un pryd.  Mae athrawon AG wedi syrffedu’n llwyr o dderbyn adnoddau cyfrwng Cymraeg fisoedd neu flynyddoedd weithiau ar ôl y rhai cyfrwng Saesneg (c.f. adnoddau Safon A).

Beth ydy goblygiadau’r cynigion hyn i chi?
Cefnogi ein Hymgynghorydd AG yn Wrecsam!  



Vaughan Salisbury
05.10.2018

