FREE CHURCH COUNCIL FOR WALES 			         November 14th 2017
Education Matters
1.	Revising the Curriculum.  (from a paper by Manon Jones, Welsh Government)
The curriculum is being developed between now and 2021. At the end of the summer term, some sketches were published of the shape of the six areas of learning and experience proposed for pupils. These are: 
• Expressive Arts; 
• Health and Wellbeing; 
• Humanities; 
• Literacy, Languages and Communication; 
• Mathematics and Numeracy; 
• Science and Technology. 

Religious Education will be part of the Humanities area. In answer to queries from Cytûn, Welsh Government have told us: 
I can confirm, in line with recommendation 9 of Successful Futures, that Religious Education will form part of the Humanities Area of Learning and Experience and will remain a statutory curriculum requirement from reception. At the moment, we do not intend to change the legislation concerning the right to withdraw learners from Religious Education lessons. Religious Education will be identifiable within the Humanities, and subjects in general will continue to be important within the new framework. 

As a member of the Stakeholder Group, Cytûn will continue to participate fully in the development of the curriculum.

Professor Donaldson also recommends that Religious Education forms part of the Humanities AoLE. SACREs and WASACRE as the national body are key partners in developing this aspect of the new curriculum for Wales. To enable this work, a planning group of WASACRE, NAPfRE, Welsh Government as well as regional consortia and Estyn Humanities representatives has been established.

Since January, the AoLE groups have focused on the following tasks:
· A clear statement of how the AoLE promotes the four purposes of the curriculum.
· A description of the scope and boundaries of the AoLE, including its central concerns, how it is distinct from other areas and why it is important for the education of each child and young person.
· A decision about how best to present the various component subjects and/or strands with the AoLE.
· A commentary on the presumed levels of specificity throughout the AoLE and reasoning behind this. 
As part of the development work for each of the above outlined tasks, the 6 AoLE working groups have prepared and produced reports outlining their thinking to date. 
The executive summaries are available to view via the attached link below:
http://gov.wales/docs/dcells/publications/170707-new-curriculum-for-wales-story-so-far-en-v2.pdf 

Next steps
Work on developing the detail of the curriculum will begin in the autumn term and SACREs will work closely with WASACRE and NAPfRE colleagues during this process. SACREs are also invited to consider the executive summary in relation to the Humanities AoLE and provide comments and/or suggestions for consideration during the next phase of work. 
[bookmark: _Hlk493866301]


Collective worship in schools (from a paper by Gethin Rhys) is not covered by the curriculum review, but came into the news when two pupils at a secondary school in Cardiff launched a petition to abolish it. A counter-petition to retain collective worship was soon launched by another teenager, and managed to get almost twice as many signatures as the first petition. The Petitions Committee has considered these two petitions together, and is in correspondence with the Cabinet Secretary for Education, Kirsty Williams, about them – and has written again to ask whether there are any implications for human rights. Ms Williams has not suggested that the Welsh Government is planning any changes in the current arrangements. 
The Committee could recommend the petitions for debate on the floor of the Assembly, but it is important to realise that anything agreed would not be binding on the Government, and any change to legislation will take several years, and much public consultation. So while Cytûn is following the debates with interest, and will brief Assembly Members as appropriate, no one should expect major changes any time soon.

Education Sunday 10th September: resources were available online - www.educationsunday.org.uk Highlights include introductory notes on the Bible passage by David Cornick, an outline for all-age worship and collective worship ideas for schools.   See also the freechurches.org.uk website for education themed resources.  Welsh medium resources are also available at  http://ysgolsul.com/?page_id=359  

2.	A reformed post-compulsory education and training system: Legislation to implement Hazelkorn Review of post-compulsory education in Wales.  Consultation until 23/10/17.
	
[bookmark: _Hlk497313325]3. 	Recent Estyn publications have focused on a) reducing workload for teachers and headteachers, b) Peer Inspector Training, c) Annual Reports and Accounts 2016-17, d) Facebook communication, e) Develop new inspection arrangements, f) Primary – Using assessment for Learning to close the gaps in pupils’ learning, g) Secondary - Developing a strategic vision for improving education; Careers framework; Science at KS3 and 4; School-to-school support and collaboration, and h) Thematic - Good practice in the humanities.

4.	Free Church Education Committee  
Due to a family wedding I was unable to attend a meeting in London on Tuesday, 17th October, 2017.  

At a previous meeting it was noted that The Selly Oak Foundation intends to produce online key stages 2, 3 and 4 resources for schools entitled ‘Reforming Christianity’.  I enquired whether these resources might be made available in Welsh for Welsh medium secondary schools.  Julie Grove (Chair of FCEC for England and Wales) was to enquire whether monies may be available from the Foundation to undertake this translation work.

‘The Free Church Voice in Higher Education’.  The content of this report as currently drafted is focused on England and I enquired in the last meeting whether a HE Wales input would be desirable.  It was agreed that I take this matter to the next meeting of the FCHCW and then report back to the FCEC noting what might be possible.
	5.	It is also important to note the bilingual publication this year of the history of the Christian Education Movement Wales/Religious Education Movement Wales.  Copies of the English language book Encouraging Religion: a history of the Christian/Religious Education Movement Wales, 1965-2015 by Aled D Jones are available from bookshops, the Gwales.com website or from Sali Roberts, Secretary: salipatshyn@hotmail.com. Price: £7.99; ISBN 9781859948675.   
6.	I have regularly sent Welsh Government Dysg eNewsletters and Estyn reports to the Rev. Hywel Richards and more recently to his successor, the Rev. Jeff Williams.


Vaughan Salisbury    
CYNGOR EGLWYSI RHYDDION CYMRU       	                   	Tachwedd 14eg 2017
Materion Addysg
1.	Diwygio’r Cwricwlwm.  (o bapur gan Manon Jones, Llywodraeth Cymru)
Mae’r cwricwlwm yn cael ei ddatblygu’n raddol rhwng nawr a 2021. Ar ddiwedd tymor yr haf, fe gyhoeddwyd amlinelliadau o siâp y chwe maes dysgu a phrofiad a argymhellir ar gyfer y disgyblion, sef:[image: ] [image: ]
· Celfyddydau mynegiannol 
· Iechyd a lles 
· Dyniaethau 
· Ieithoedd, llythrennedd a chyfathrebu 
· Mathemateg a rhifedd 
· Gwyddoniaeth a thechnoleg. 

Bydd Addysg Grefyddol yn rhan o faes y Dyniaethau. Wrth ymateb i gwestiynau gan Cytûn, meddai Llywodraeth Cymru:
Gallaf gadarnhau, yn unol ag argymhelliad 9 o Dyfodol Llwyddiannus, y bydd Addysg Grefyddol yn rhan o Faes Dysgu a Phrofiad y Dyniaethau ac yn parhau’n ofyniad statudol o’r dosbarth derbyn ymlaen. Nid oes gennym fwriad ar hyn o bryd i newid y ddeddfwriaeth ynghylch yr hawl i dynnu disgyblion o wersi Addysg Grefyddol. Bydd Addysg Grefyddol i’w weld yn glir yn y Dyniaethau, a bydd pynciau yn gyffredinol yn parhau’n bwysig o fewn y fframwaith newydd.
Fel aelod o’r Grŵp Rhanddeiliaid, bydd Cytûn yn parhau i gymryd rhan lawn wrth ddatblygu’r cwricwlwm. 

Mae'r Athro Donaldson hefyd yn argymell y dylai Addysg Grefyddol fod yn rhan o Faes Dysgu a Phrofiad y Dyniaethau. Felly, mae CYSAGau, a CCYSAGauC fel y corff cenedlaethol, yn bartneriaid allweddol yn y gwaith o ddatblygu'r agwedd hon ar y cwricwlwm newydd i Gymru. I hwyluso'r gwaith hwn, sefydlwyd grŵp cynllunio sy'n cynnwys aelodau o CCYSAGauC, PYCAG, Llywodraeth Cymru yn ogystal â chynrychiolwyr ym maes y Dyniaethau o’r consortia rhanbarthol ac Estyn.

Ers mis Ionawr, mae'r gweithgorau Meysydd Dysgu a Phrofiad wedi canolbwyntio ar y tasgau canlynol:
· Datganiad clir ar sut mae'r Maes Dysgu a Phrofiad yn hyrwyddo pedwar diben y cwricwlwm.
· Disgrifiad o gwmpas a ffiniau'r Maes Dysgu a Phrofiad, gan gynnwys ei faterion canolog, sut mae'n wahanol i'r meysydd eraill a pham mae'n bwysig ar gyfer addysg pob plentyn a pherson ifanc.
· Penderfyniad ynghylch y ffordd orau o gyflwyno'r pynciau a/neu linynnau gwahanol yn y Maes Dysgu a Phrofiad.
· Sylwadau ar benodolrwydd tybiedig y Maes Dysgu a Phrofiad a'r rhesymau dros hyn. 

Fel rhan o'r gwaith o ddatblygu pob un o'r tasgau a amlinellir uchod, mae'r chwe gweithgor Maes Dysgu a Phrofiad wedi paratoi a llunio adroddiadau sy'n amlinellu eu syniadau hyd yma. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gellir gweld y crynodebau gweithredol drwy ddilyn y ddolen atodedig isod:
http://gov.wales/docs/dcells/publications/170707-new-curriculum-for-wales-story-so-far-cy.pdf 

Y camau nesaf
Bydd y gwaith o ddatblygu manylion y cwricwlwm yn dechrau yn ystod tymor yr hydref a byddwn yn cydweithio'n agos â chydweithwyr yn CCYSAGauC a PYCAG yn ystod y broses hon. Mae pob CYSAG yn cael eu gwahodd i ystyried y crynodeb gweithredol mewn perthynas â Maes Dysgu a Phrofiad y Dyniaethau a chynnig sylwadau a/neu awgrymiadau i'w hystyried yn ystod cam nesaf y gwaith. 

Nid yw addoli ar y cyd mewn ysgolion (o bapur gan Gethin Rhys) yn rhan o’r adolygiad ar y cwricwlwm, ond bu yn y newyddion pan ddechreuodd dau ddisgybl mewn ysgol uwchradd yng Nghaerdydd ddeiseb i’w ddileu. Cyn bo hir fe ddechreuwyd deiseb arall i gadw addoli ar y cyd gan ferch arall yn ei harddegau, a denodd bron ddwywaith gymaint o lofnodion â’r ddeiseb gyntaf. Mae’r Pwyllgor Deisebau wedi ystyried y ddwy ddeiseb hon ar y cyd, a bu mewn gohebiaeth ȃ’r Ysgrifennydd Cabinet dros Addysg, Kirsty Williams, amdanynt – ac mae wedi ysgrifennu eto yn holi a oes unrhyw oblygiadau ar gyfer hawliau dynol. Nid yw Ms Williams wedi awgrymu fod y Llywodraeth yn cynllunio unrhyw newidiadau i’r trefniant presennol. 
Fe allai’r Pwyllgor argymell trafod y deisebau ar lawr y Cynulliad, ond pe digwyddai hynny mae’n bwysig deall na fyddai unrhyw ganlyniad yn rhwymo’r Llywodraeth, a byddai unrhyw newid yn y ddeddfwriaeth yn cymryd blynyddoedd a llawer o ymgynghori â’r cyhoedd. Felly tra bod Cytûn yn dilyn y drafodaeth â chryn ddiddordeb, a bydd yn darparu gwybodaeth i Aelodau’r Cynulliad yn ôl yr angen, ni ddylid disgwyl unrhyw newid yn fuan.
[bookmark: _Hlk494124117]Sul Addysg, 10 Medi.  Roedd adnoddau ar gael ar www.educationsunday.org.uk, yn cynnwys nodiadau Beiblaidd gan David Cornick, amlinelliad o wasanaeth ar gyfer pob oedran a syniadau ar gyfer addoli mewn ysgolion. Gweler hefyd wefan freechurches.org.uk am adnoddau ar y thema addysg. Ceir adnoddau Cymraeg ar http://ysgolsul.com/?page_id=359  

2.	System addysg a hyfforddiant ôl-orfodol wedi’i diwygio: Deddfwriaeth i weithredu Adolygiad Hazelkorn o addysg ôl-orfodol yng Nghymru. Ymgynghoriad tan 23/10/2017. 
	
3. 	Mae adroddiadau diweddar Estyn wedi canolbwyntio ar a) Lleihau baich Gwaith athrawon a phenaethiaid, b) Hyfforddiant Arolygydd Cymheiriaid, c) Adroddiad Blynyddol a Chyfrifon 2016-17, ch)  Cyfarthrebu trwy Facebook, d) Datblygu trefniadau newydd ar gyfer arolygu,  dd)Cynradd – Defnyddio asesu ar gyfer dysgu i gau bylchau yn nysgu’r disgyblion, e) Uwchradd – Datblygu gweledigaeth strategol ar gyfer gwella addysg; Gweithredu’r Fframwaith Gyrfaoedd; Gwyddoniaeth yng nghyfnod CA3 and 4; Cymorth a chydweithio rhwng ysgolion, ac f) Thematig - Arfer dda yn y dyniaethau.

4.	Pwyllgor Addysg yr Eglwysi Rhyddion.  
Ni lwyddais i fynychu’r cyfarfod o’r pwyllgor yn Llundain ar ddydd Mawrth, 17 Hydref, 2017 oherwydd priodas deuluol.  

Mewn cyfarfod blaenorol nodwyd bod y The Selly Oak Foundation yn bwriadu llunio adnoddau Cyfnod Allweddol 2, 3 a 4 ar gyfer ysgolion yn dwyn y teitl ‘Reforming Christianity’.  Holais a fyddai’n bosib i’r adnoddau hyn fod ar gael yn Gymraeg ar gyfer ysgolion uwchradd cyfrwng Cymraeg.  Roedd Julie Grove (Cadeirydd FCEC dros Gymru a Lloegr) yn mynd i holi a fyddai modd cael arian gan y Sefydliad i ymgymryd â’r gwaith cyfieithu hwn.

Adroddiad ‘The Free Church Voice in Higher Education’.  Mae cynnwys yr adroddiad hwn yn ei ffurf draft presennol yn canolbwyntio ar Loegr a holais yn y cyfarfod diwethaf a fyddai mewnbwn gan Addysg Uwch Cymru yn fuddiol.  Penderfynwyd fy mod i’n mynd â’r mater i’r cyfarfod nesaf o Gyngor Eglwysi Rhyddion Cymru ac yna’n adrodd yn ôl i’r FCEC gan nodi’r posibiliadau.

5.	Mae’n bwysig hefyd nodi gyhoeddiad dwyieithog hanes Mudiad Addysg Gristnogol/Grefyddol Cymru eleni.  Mae’r gyfrol Gymraeg Hyrwyddo Crefydd: Hanes Mudiad Addysg Gristnogol/Grefyddol Cymru 1965-2015 gan Aled D Jones ar gael o siopau llyfrau Cymraeg, gwefan Gwales.com neu gan Sali Roberts, Ysgrifenyddes: salipatshyn@hotmail.com. Pris: £7.99; ISBN 9781859948675.   

6.	Anfonais E-lythyrau Dysg Llywodraeth Cymru ac adroddiadau Estyn yn rheolaidd at y Parchedig Hywel Richards, ac yn ddiweddar at ei olynydd, y Parchedig Jeff Williams.
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