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Education Matters

1.	Professor Sir Ian Diamond’s report (September 2016) on the future of HE funding in Wales.  
At the heart of the Diamond recommendations is a re-working of the students support package to move towards a simple system that recognises the holistic costs of HE study to students, namely fees and maintenance.  The idea of progressive universalism, which has guided policy making in Wales since devolution is reflected in a proposed £1000 non-means tested Maintenance Grant for all full-time undegraduates together with an income-related Maintenance Grant, that at its maximum level covers the fully the term-time costs of eligible students from the lowest income households.  In addition, loans to the level of the maximum grant would be made available to those not eligible for the maximum grant.  Similar provision would also be made available for p/t students, and a variety of packages will be made available to those who have had support from social care Services, disabled students and parents who wish to study.  Welsh language provision is also to be supported through the Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol to 2016/17 funding levels of £5.8m.  It is also recommended that PG study and Research students should also receive the same level of Maintenance and tuition fee support as undergraduate students together with scholarships up to 3 years duration for 150 research students per year.    
If these recommendations were accepted, they would come into effect in 2018/19.  
 2.	Consultation for the accreditation of ITE programmes in Wales. Consultation focuses on a proposal for reforming ITE accreditation which would:
a)	pass the role of accrediting ITE courses from the Higher Education Funding Council for Wales to the Education Workforce Council;
b)	provide new criteria for the accreditation of ITE programmes.
The vision for ITE in Wales is underpinned by the Welsh Government’s document Qualified for Life.  The Teacher Education Accreditation Group identified 5 fundamental areas of change for ITE in Wales: 
a)	An increased role for schools;
b)	A clearer role for universities;
c)	Joint ownership for the programme;
d)	Structured opportunities to link school and university learning and 
e)	The centrality of Research.
New ITE Partnership schemes are to commence delivery of the new programme on 2nd September 2019.
3.	Following the recommendations of the Donaldson Report the Digital Competence Framework started in schools throughout Wales on 1 September 2016.  Organised along the lines of the Literacy and Numeracy schemes and in addition to the ICT lessons, it will focus on a)Citizenship b)Competence and Collaboration c)Producing and d)Data and Computational thinking, e.g. problem solving.  It is envisaged that the Framework will be fully implemented by 2021.
4.	I have regularly sent Welsh Government Dysg eNewsletters and Estyn updates to the Rev.Hywel Richards.
5.	Free Church Education Committee (England and Wales).  I attended the latest meeting in London on 19th October.  (i) Two very informative and worthwhile presentations were given by Patricia Hannam, Hampshire County Inspector/Adviser and Deborah Weston from the NATRE Research Office focusing on Free Church Engagement with schools in England.  Particular emphasis was given to the importance of incorporating the statutory spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of learners into classroom practice.  (ii)As a result of the rather different state of RE in England, National RE bodies there are seeking, 1) More trained and qualified teachers of RE, 2) All one year primary ITE students must receive a minimum of 12 hours of subject specific training in RE, 3)The Government should hold schools to account for the level of provision and standards of teaching of RE as it is a statutory subject.    (iii) I was given the opportunity of informing members of current developments in Wales, specifically the recommendations of Sir Ian Diamond’s report on the future of HE funding, consultation for the accreditation of ITE programmes in Wales and the launch of the Digital Competence Framework in schools.  
The next meeting of this committee which I hope to attend will be a Residential Meeting at Westhill College, Birmingham on the 15th and 16th March, 2017.   
 
Vaughan Salisbury    10/11/2016


CYNGOR EGLWYSI RHYDDION CYMRU	                   17eg Tachwedd 2016
Materion Addysg

1.	Adroddiad yr Athro Syr Ian Diamond (Medi 2016) ar ddyfodol cyllid AU yng Nghymru.  
Yn ganolog i argymhellion Diamond mae ailwampio pecyn cymorth myfyrwyr gyda’r nod o symud tuag at system syml sy’n cydnabod costau cyfannol astudio AU i fyfyrwyr, sef ffioedd a chynhaliaeth. Mae’r syniad o gyffredinoliaeth gynyddol, sydd wedi arwain y gwaith o lunio polisi yng Nghymru ers datganoli yn cael ei adlewyrchu mewn Grant Cynhaliaeth arfaethedig o £1000 nad yw’n dibynnu ar brawf modd ar gyfer pob myfyriwr is-raddedig llawn-amser ynghyd â Grant Cynhaliaeth yn seiliedig ar incwm, sydd ar ei uchafswm yn talu’n llawn am gostau yn ystod y tymor i fyfyrwyr cymwys o’r aelwydydd incwm isaf.  Yn ogystal, byddai benthyciadau hyd at uchafswm y grant ar gael i’r rhai nad ydynt yn gymwys i dderbyn uchafswm y grant. Hefyd byddai darpariaeth debyg ar gael i fyfyrwyr rhan-amser, ac amrywiaeth o becynnau ar gael i’r rhai sydd wedi derbyn cymorth gan Wasanaethau Gofal Cymdeithasau, i fyfyrwyr anabl ac i rieni sy’n dymuno astudio. Hefyd bydd y ddarpariaeth Gymraeg yn cael cymorth drwy’r Coleg Cymraeg Cenedlaethol hyd at lefelau cyllid 2016/17 o £5.8miliwn. Argymhellir hefyd y dylai myfyrwyr ôl-raddedig a myfyrwyr ymchwil dderbyn yr un cymorth Cynhaliaeth a Ffioedd Hyfforddiant â myfyrwyr israddedig ynghyd â rhoi ysgoloriaethau a fyddai’n para hyd at 3 blynedd i 150 o fyfyrwyr bob blwyddyn.    
Petai’r argymhellion hyn yn cael eu derbyn, byddent yn dod i rym yn 2018/2019.  
 2.	Ymgynghori ar gyfer achredu rhaglenni AGA yng Nghymru. Mae’r ymgynghori’n canolbwyntio ar gynnig i ddiwygio trefn achredu AGA a fyddai:
a)	yn trosglwyddo rôl achredu cyrsiau AGA o Gyngor Cyllido Addysg Uwch Cymru i’r Cyngor Gweithlu Addysg;
b)	yn darparu meini prawf newydd ar gyfer achredu rhaglenni AGA.
Mae’r  weledigaeth ar gyfer AGA yng Nghymru wedi’i seilio ar ddogfen Llywodraeth Cymru, Cymwys am Oes. Mae’r Grŵp Achredu Addysg Athrawon wedi dynod 5 maes sylfaenol ar gyfer newid AGA yng Nghymru: 
a)	Mwy o rôl i ysgolion;
b)	Rôl fwy eglur i brifysgolion;
c)	Cyd-berchnogaeth o’r rhaglen;
d)	Cyfleoedd wedi’u strwythuro ar gyfer cysylltu’r dysgu a wneir mewn ysgolion â’r dysgu mewn prifysgolion a 
e)	Rhoi lle canolog i ymchwil.
Byddai’r cynlluniau Partneriaeth AGA yn dechrau’r rhaglen newydd ar 2 Medi 2019.
3.	Yn dilyn argymhellion Adroddiad Donaldson dechreuodd y Fframwaith Cymhwysedd Digidol yn yr ysgolion ledled Cymru ar 1 Medi 2016. Mae hwn wedi’i drefnu yn yr un modd â’r cynlluniau Llythrennedd a Rhifedd ac yn ogystal â’r gwersi TGCh, bydd yn canolbwyntio ar a)Dinasyddiaeth b)Rhyngweithio a Chydweithredu c)Cynhyrchu a d)Data a Meddwl Cyfrifiadurol, e.e. datrys problemau.  Rhagwelir y bydd y Fframwaith yn cael ei weithredu’n llawn erbyn 2021.
4.	Rwyf wedi anfon e-gylchlythyrau Dysg Llywodraeth Cymru ac e-byst gan Estyn at y Parchedig Hywel Richards yn rheolaidd.
5.	Pwyllgor Addysg yr Eglwysi Rhyddion (Cymru a Lloegr). Mynychais y cyfarfod diweddaraf yn Llundain ar 19eg Hydref.   (i) Rhoddwyd dau gyflwyniad llawn gwybodaeth a gwerthfawr gan Patricia Hannam, Arolygydd/Ymgynghorydd Swydd Hampshire a Deborah Weston o Swyddfa Ymchwil NATRE oedd yn canolbwyntio ar Ymgysylltu rhwng yr Eglwysi Rhyddion ag ysgolion yn Lloegr. Rhoddwyd pwyslais arbennig ar bwysigrwydd cynnwys elfennau statudol datblygiad ysbrydol, moesol, cymdeithasol a diwylliannol dysgwyr yn rhan annatod o arferion dosbarth.   (ii)Fel canlyniad i’r sefyllfa gymharol wahanol o ran AG yn Lloegr, mae cyrff AG Cenedlaethol yno yn ceisio sicrhau,  1) Mwy o athrawon AG hyfforddedig a chymwysedig,  2) Rhaid i bob myfyriwr AGA cynradd sy’n astudio cwrs blwyddyn dderbyn o leiaf 12 awr o hyfforddiant penodol mewn AG, 3) Dylai’r Llywodraeth sicrhau bod ysgolion yn atebol dros lefel y ddarpariaeth a’r safonau o ran addysgu AG gan ei fod yn bwnc statudol.   (iii) Cefais gyfle i roi gwybod i’r aelodau am y datblygiadau diweddaraf yng Nghymru, ac yn benodol am argymhellion adroddiad Syr Ian Diamond ar ddyfodol cyllid AU, ymgynghori ar gyfer achredu rhaglenni AGA yng Nghymru a lansio’r Fframwaith Cymhwysedd Digidol mewn ysgolion.  
Rwyn gobeithio mynychu cyfarfod nesaf y pwyllgor hwn ar 15eg ac 16eg Mawrth, 2017.  Mi fydd yn Gyfarfod Preswyl ac fe’i gynhelir yng Ngholeg Westhill, Birmingham. 
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